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FOREWORD. 


Thin  bnlletin  Iioh  l»wn  |»rc|iari>4l  li.v  Mr.  Win.  J.  Ilimavin,  llu'  Hinn'tnr.r 
of  the  Departiiient.  in  reHiMmw  to  nnnieroiiR  inquirieH  rweiviHl  from 
intending  settlern  regimlitiK  tlip  eiiHtem  section  of  this  Provinrc.  The 
data  on  rlimate,  etc.,  contained  herein  have  been  conipiled  from  ofllcial 
sonrceB,  and  grateful  acknowiedguientK  for  atwistance  are  made  to  the 
8u|)erintendent  of  the  Dmiiinion  Kxperiniental  Farm  at  Inrermere. 

D.  WA  KNOCK, 

Deputy  Minitter. 
Department  of  AgriciiUurc, 

Victoria,  B.C.,  Jfarrh,  1920. 
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THE  COLUMBIAKOOTENAY  VALLEY. 


HB  Cotoufcla-Kootmar  Vall^jr  InctiHlMi  Ite  moat  vsiti>nalTi>  ar^i  of  mrl- 
cultural  and  paatoral  land  In  tte  Kuotenay  niatrlrt.  It  ilm  ii«twMHt 
tb*  Rockr  Moantalni  on  lb*  Mat  and  lh«  Hrlkirka.  wblrh  form  lla 
waattra  bonitdaiT.  and  exlvmU  tfm  tbi  tllg  R«nd  <if  tli«  ('oliiml>lii 
RiTtr,  at  Ita  Jonctlou  irttb  tbe  Canoe  HWer  In  latitude  ra  di>gri-<Mi  nurtb, 
to  tba  Intamatlonal  Boundary  at  Tobacco  Platn»  dtaidticf  of  about 
2M  mllca. 

Tba  Dortbam  portion  of  Iba  ralley  U  nnrrnw,  but  widmia  nt  <)old«n,  w.wr*  tba 
Kicking  Horae  Rirer  Joloa  tba  Columbia,  and  from  tbera  to  li«  aoutbpfti  pxtrewit/ 
malntalna  a  widtb  raijlnf  from  aix  to  tw»lva  mile*.  Tbe  ralh-y  la  drained  hy  tba 
Columbia  and  Kootenay  Rlrera.  tbp  rornier  flowinc  northward  from  li«  a<>un« 
(Wludarniara  and  Columbia  Ukea).  wblla  tba  latter  llowa  aoutbward,  tbe  two 
■trrami  almoat  uniting  at  Canal  Klata,  wbera  only  a  narrow  atrip  of  level  land 
aeparatea  tbam.  Tbaaa  two  main  arterlea  are  fed  by  many  amaller  rivera  and 
creeka  flowing  Into  tb"m  from  aaat  and  Teat,  and  prnvldlns  ample  water  for  Irrljtii 
tloii  and  jwwar  purpoaaa.  Tbeaa  cni-'  are  tbeir  aoureea  In  glacier-fed  b«alii», 
wblch  lla  In  tba  benrt  of  tbe  mounlalna  jt  an  altitude  of  B,000  to  N.OOO  ft^t.  Tin- 
bottom  landa  of  tba  Columbia  RWer  Valley  ara  quite  flat,  and  In  conaequenee  aubjwt 
to  flood  In  the  early  apring  and  Kunimer.  Tbe  aoll  of  iheae  flata  la  alluvial  nnd 
producea  u  luxuriant  Ktowtb  of  wild  bay,  »etcb,  and  pinvlnp— goo<l  proTent.<!r  for 
cattle.  Tbe  reclamation  of  tbeae  flata  by  dyking.  In  conjunction  with  a  almllar 
project  on  tbe  Kootenay  ItWer  near  Creaton,  would  add  many  tbouminda  of  a.-rea 
of  exceptionally  fertile  land  to  tbe  agricultural  area  of  tbe  diatrlct. 

From  tbe  (lata  tbe  land  riaoa  In  a  aerlea  of  bencbea.  wblcb  Anally  merge  Into  the 
foot  nilla  and  monntalna.  Many  of  tbeaa  bencbea  preaent  tbe  appearance  of  r-lllng 
ir.ililr.  Willi..  otluTK  iin-  civiTtNl  with  n  tln<«  urowth  of  llnilM>r.  fr^-  rr.mi  iiii.lerl.rii»h 
a»  a  well-kept  park.  Tben  bencbea,  fi)ot-hlll«,  and  mountain  alopea  are  .■overed  wlib 
tfriiMwm.  whlfli  provhU'  good  iMiatunige  for  rattle,  horaea.  mihI  aheep. 

AORICULTURAL  LANDS. 

Tbe  area  of  tbe  valley  proper  U  rongbly  about  1,000,000  acrea,  and  at  a  -  ?Bt 
eatlmate  'rom  20  to  .10  per  cent,  of  tbia  U  nvailabia  for  cropa  of  bay,  guln,  i-Lgetablea, 
and  tbe  bardler  frolta,  wblle  nearly  all  tbe  real  la  good  pasture,  l'--  -tic  illy  all  tbe 
Iwncbea  re<inlre  Irrigation  to  produce  tbe  beat  reaulta,  and  It  rema!-.-  to  lie  proved 
If  dry-farming  can  be  practlaed  witb  aucct'aa.   It  baa  bf  i,    itlsfactorli    ,1-  .nonatrated 

tbat  with  Irrigation  nil  tbe  ordinary  fleld  cropi»-bay.   w.  roota,  vt,etablea,  and 

frolta— can  be  grown  In  quantity.  Two  and  three  cropa  o.'  alfalfa  H  a  aim^on  are 
uaual,  wblle  timothy  and  other  fodder-cropa  yield  large  retuma. 

The  area  under  cultivation,  however,  la  Inconaldernble,  and,  with  few  exceptlona, 
little  baa  been  done  In  the  way  of  ayatematlc  farming,  and  tbe  population  la  amall 
and  acattered.  Many  aettlera  derive  the  bulk  of  their  Income  from  berda  of  cattle 
and  horses,  which  require  little  care. 

The  section  of  the  valley  for  twenty  miles  north  and  twenty  milea  south  of 
Golden  Is  Included  In  tbe  Dominion  Hallway  Belt  and  Is  under  the  Jurladlctlon  of  the 
Department  of  tbe  Interior.  Ottawa,  which  regulatea  the  homesteading,  pre-«.mptlon, 
niHl  i,..r.-lmi«.  of  l.inds  witl.ln  th..  Helt.  »inuh  of  the  Kallwuy  Belt  n  vory  .-on. 
slderable  part  of  tbe  land  Is  owned  by  tbe  Columbia  Valley  Irrigated  Fruit  Unds 
Company,  Limited.  Other  large  areas  are  held  under  tln-ber  licences  and  the  moat 
available  agricultural  portions  have  been  alienated  from  the  Crown  •  rough  purcbaae 
and  pre-emption.  There  Is  therefore  very  little  cultivable  land  of  Immediate  value 
remalnlnit  In  control  of  tbe  Provincial  Government,  so  that  the  new  g..ttler  mnat 
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•I  a  rnle,  buy  from  the  land  companiea  or  the  Indlridnal  owner.  The  landa  In  near 
proximity  to  the  railroad  are  well  suited  to  either  dairy-farming  or  market-gardening, 
poultry,  and  been ;  whilst  the  outlying  districts  are  more  suited  for  range  cattle, 
sheep,  and  horses. 

CLIMATE. 

The  climate  Is  healthful  and  enjoyable  at  all  seasons,  although  the  temperature 
shows  a  wide  variation.  Bllszards  and  cyclones  are  unknown,  and  bright,  sunny 
weather,  winter  and  summer,  Is  the  rule.  The  summers  are  dry,  with  occasional 
hot  days,  the  mean  temperature  being  about  60°  and  the  maxlUiUm  05°  Fahr.  The 
beat  being  dry  Is  not  oppressive;  It  Is  modified  by  light  winds  passing  over  the 
glaciers  and  snow-caps  of  the  mountains,  and  the  nights  are  always  cool.  The 
attached  table  will  give  a  good  idea  of  the  range  of  temperature  snd  the  precipitation. 

From  May  Ist  until  the  end  of  September  the  general  climatic  conditions  are 
delightful,  although  occasional  frosts  In  May,  June,  and  September  prove  detrimental 
to  some  of  the  tender  annuals.  The  winters  are  long  and  subject  to  Chlnooks ;  there 
Is  lots  of  sunshine  during  the  winter  months  and  little  wind  when  the  temperature 
Is  low.  Sleighing  usually  lusts  from  two  to  tliroo  months.  Owlni;  to  the  height  of 
the  flanking  mountain  ranges,  varying  from  5,000  to  8,000  feet,  the  western  slope 
catches  the  sun  long  before  Its  rays  warm  the  eastern  slope,  and  as  a  consequence 
vegetables  and  small  fruits  ripen  earlier  on  the  west  side;  but,  In  compensation, 
the  eastern  benches  are  bathed  In  sunlight  long  after  those  on  the  west  are  In  shadow. 
This  idieiiomenon  Is  more  m:irked  In  the  narrower  portions  of  the  vnlle.v,  but  Is  not 
anywhere  detrimental  to  vegetation,  as  equal  maturity  Is  attained  on  either  side. 

Official  Rfcohds  fbom  Stations  is  the  East  Kootekat  Disthict, 
Yeabs  1918  and  1919. 


Year. 

Station. 

Tempeii.vtcbe. 

Pbecipitatiox. 

Illtihcst. 

Ixiwest. 

Rainfall. 

Snowfall. 

1918 
1910 

Deg.  F. 
99.0 
98.0 
93.0 
93.0 
94.0 
04.0 
94.0 
95.0 
99.5 
101.0 
95.0 
95.0 
90.0 
95.0 
95.0 
96.0 

Deg.   F. 
—28.0 
— ;!4.0 
—29.0 
—32.0 
—32.0 
—34.0 
— :50.0 
—31.0 
—33.0 
—29.0 
—23.0 
— 28  0 
—26.0 
—32.0 

— i.->.o 

—22.0 

Inrhes. 

10.84 
7.62 

26.77 

20.69 
9..37 
6.75 

18.76 

13.75 
973 
6.51 
9.43 
7.69 

12.45 
4.58 

26.85 

16.29 

i 

Inches. 

:w.75 

68.50 

1918 
1919 
1918 
1919 
1918 
1919 
1918 
1019 
1918 

85.50 

9710 

Invermere    (Experimental   Station) 
Michel     

32.25 
33.20 
00.55 

66.50 

25.25 

47.74 

Wilmer                

42.50 

1919 

a3.t5 

1918 
1019 

&3.00 

77-50 

1918 
1910 

214.50 

174.00 

Note. — 10  Inches  of  8now=l  Inch  of  rain. 

CHARACTER  OF  SOIL. 

The  soils  are  generally  of  a  light  description  somewhat  deficient  in  humus.  They 
lire  vol.'iuili-  iiiul  miiralnlc  in  .iripin  anil  very  prodtictlve.  Some  of  the  bottom  laud  is 
water-logged  and  of  an  alkali  nature. 

The  lower  benches  are  a  light  soil,  with  gravel  or  sand  subsoil,  and  though 
apparently  of  a  desert-Uke  appearance,  when  irrigated  produce  heavy  crops  of  all 
leguminous  plants,  and  when  brought  under  a  good  rotation  give  good  yields  of  all 
farm  crops. 
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Sbeep  Creek  as  It  reaches  the  Kootenay  Illver  south  of  (anal  F'lats. 
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Tbe  hlgber  benchM  are  of  •  betrler  and  deeper  natnre,  containing  more  bnmnf. 
The  anbaoll  la  uaually  bard-pan  or  grarel.  Tbla  land  prodace*  betry  cropa  wttb  1cm 
Irrigation. 

LIVK-STOCK  POSSIBILITieS. 

Tbe  conditlona  tbrongbont  tbe  Columbia  Valley  are  particularly  well  adapted  for 
boraea,  cattle,  and  abeep.  Tbe  large  open  rangea  provide  an  abundance  of  aummer 
grazing  aud  tbe  cultWated  portlona  provide  good  hay  for  winter  feeding. 

Dairy  cattle  give  good  returns.  In  some  districts  they  have  free  range  tbrongb- 
ont tbe  summer  months,  whilst  In  other  parts  they  are  kept  in  pasture.  Tbe  wide 
range  country  and  the  climatic  conditions  are  particularly  suited  to  tbe  raising  of 
beef  stoclc. 

Conditions  throughout  the  valley  are  also  very  favourable  for  the  production  of 
boney  and  tbe  rearing  of  poultry  and  tnrlceya. 

CROPS  AND  YIELDS. 

Alfalfa,  clover,  grasses,  peas,  and  potatoes  are  some  of  the  moat  successful  crops 
grown  under  the  conditions  prevailing  In  the  Columbia  Valley.  Alfalfa  will  produce 
two  and  sometimes  three  good  crops  In  the  year,  will  stand  the  winter  conditions,  and 
has  clearly  proved  Its  suitability  as  a  permanent  crop  on  new  land. 

Red  clover  seeded  alone  or  with  grasses  produces  beavy  crops  In  exposed  parta 
where  the  ('lilnooks  take  awny  the  snow;  alfalfa,  however.  i)roves  more  iiersistent 
than  clover. 

Cereals  of  all  kinds  produce  heavy  yields  of  good  grain.  Peas  do  exceptionally 
well  and  are  so  far  free  from  the  attacka  of  weevil ;  the  growing  of  peas  for  seed 
should  prove  a  profltable  undertaking. 

Potatoes  grown  In  the  Columbia  Valley  cannot  be  surpassed  in  yield  or  texture; 
other  hardy  vegetables  do  remarkably  well. 

Only  a  few  of  the  early  varieties  of  com,  such  as  Early  Malcolm,  can  be  relied 
upon  to  produce  cobs  for  table.  Com  for  silage  and  for  feeding  green  has  been  taken 
up  with  a  certain  measure  of  success. 

Tomatoes  do  well,  but  are  liable  to  be  cut  by  frost  early  In  September,  when 
only  a  part  of  the  crop  baa  ripened. 

Bush-fmits  do  well.  The  hardier  varieties  of  apples,  plums,  and  cherries  can  be 
grown  only  In  favourable  localities  on  northern  slopes,  where  the  land  is  usually 
covered  with  snow  during  tbe  cold  spells. 

NORTH  OF  GOLDEN. 

North  of  Golden  the  valley  Is  narrow  and  as  a  mie  heavily  timbered.  There  are 
small.  Isolated  patches  of  land  that  might  be  brought  under  cultivation,  but  the 
extent  of  this  is  inconsiderable,  no  extensive  area  that  could  be  classed  as  agricul- 
tural land  being  found.  The  land  surrounding  Golden  and  for  fifty  mllea  south  Is 
particularly  well  adapted  to  hay,  grain,  and  stock-raising,  and  there  are  a  few  good 
farms  close  to  the  town  on  which  good  general  crops  are  grown.  This  portion  of  the 
valley  averages  about  five  to  six  miles  In  width.  The  bottom  lands,  being  marshy 
and  the  soli  rich  alluvial,  produce  great  cropa  of  wild  hay,  while  the  benches  vary 
from  a  sandy  red  clay  to  a  heavy  red  clay,  with  a  fair  proportion  of  deep,  rich  black 
loam. 

Golden,  situated  on  the  Columbia  River  on  the  main  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway,  is  168  miles  west  of  Calgary,  and  has  also  bi-weekly  service  to  Fort  Steele 
via  Lake  Windermere  subdivision  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  The  altitude 
is  2,580  feet  and  population  about  1,000.  Mixed  farming  and  dairying  are  well 
established,  rnd  this  is  the  main  commercial  point  for  the  northern  and  central 
portions  of  the  valley.  There  la  a  local  Government  Agent,  public  and  high  schools, 
a  general  hospital,  and  the  usual  facilities  of  a  modem  community. 
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•OUTH  or  IRISCO. 

r.ii«  h?/^'  ^""^  *."*"  "  ■  '"•"'•*'  '''•"""  '"  '•*•  Character  of  the  country.    The 
ralley  broadens  and  I.  more  open,  with  lighter  wll,  corered  with  bunch-grL  and 

applied  from  the  numeroaa  mountain  streams  flowing  Into  the  Columbia, 
wi  J^^!  r"*''  'i;?"  «"*^  southward  to  Canal  Flats,  being  from  six  to  ten  miles 
I^'  T".'^''  ""**''**  ^'  '^^  ''"'"  ^•»°«''  '"'«"'•  «"<!  ♦»•«  temperature  is 
Ind  ColumClLI  '  *^\P'*«*"~  "'  '-'<^">  '•"«'.  tbe  lar«o.t  being  ^nder.^  ^ 
and  Columbia  Lakes,  which  are  respectively  nine  and  fourteen  miles  In  length  with 
an  average  width  of  one  mile  and  a  half.  It  is  beautifully  timbered  with  flr.  spruce 
poplar,  and  birch,  with  open  prairie  spacer,  park-like  In  appearance 

Considerably  more  than  half  the  cultivable  land  of  this  part  of  the  vallev  lies 

hLJjLT'  1'  ^"^  ^'""'°'"'  "'""  """•  ^"''«''  ""•l  t'"'  »»"•  «*  «  'Ulo.  •»  rather 

tZ!h,n  ""i?*"""  ""*'•  "  ^""^  ''»'»  "  •^•^P-  »"'«vy.  grey  clay  loam  to  a 
trifle  shallower  red  clay  loam,  with  a  clay  or  gravelly  subsoil.  The  tlmhrr  Is  heavier 
and  more  dense  on  this  side,  except  upon  the  lower  levels,  where  It  U  llghtor  and 
more  scattered.  There  are  many  mountain  strenm«.  and  lu  the  lateral  valleys  formed 
1.  ■    hem  nr.  l.u^..  am.n  of  frtlU.  b.n.l.     S.,„...  „r  ,„..  l,.rK,.t  of  th.«e  creeks  »re"^ 

Awr'i"»r*"wl"'  '  •""""""•  ^""-  2'  ^■"-  ^'  ""'""  "f  •"-'•  Tohy.  Dutch,  and  Flndlay. 
Much  of  the  bottom  lan.U  on  these  creeks  Is  very  rich  cKiy  loam,  which,  with  the 
gently  sloping  benches,  are  well  adapted  to  mixed  farming  and  dairying.  In  the 
lowbiM.ls.  however,  there  Ix  nlway«  the  .lanK.r  of  summer  f;o,t 


View  across  the  Columbia  River  at  WliKlennere. 
WINDERMERE  DISTRICT. 
Windermere  District  has  more  cultivated  land  than  any  similar  area  in  the 
valley,  and  Its  fruitful  fields  and  orchards  present  an  object-lesson  which  should 
encourage  further  development.  There  are  thousands  and  thousands  of  acres  lying 
Id  e  or  affording  pasturage  to  small,  scattered  bands  of  cattle,  which  only  require 
a  little  exertion  to  make  them  productive  and  profitable.  The  soil  here,  as  In  other 
parts  of  the  valley,  varies  slightly  in  Its  character  and  composition,  but  It  Is  all  of 
a  nature  which  the  application  of  irrigation  will  render  highly  fertile.  On  the  west 
side  of  the  valley  are  several  good  ranches,  none  of  which  has  reached  what  might 
be  called  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  but  enough  has  been  done  to  prove  the  fruit- 
fulness  of  the  soil.    On   these  west-side  ranches  Irrigation  Is  practised,  and  Ita 
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Dbpabtment  or  Aobicultube. 


BdrantSffM  are  inanlfMt;  better  crop*  of  grain,  bay,  and  vegetables  could  not  be 
wUhed  for  anywhere.  Poultry  la  ralaed  extenalvely  and  doea  remarkably  vrM.  Bnah 
and  amall  fmlta  have  been  tried  on  all  tbese  places,  and  on  sheltered  northern  tlopea. 
where  the  snow  Ilea  through  the  winter,  the  hardier  varieties  of  apples,  plums,  and 
cherries  give  satisfactory  returns.  The  cnndltloos  are  particularly  favourable  for 
all  busb-frulta  and  berries. 

Within  the  Windermere  District  there  are  four  centres  which  are  supported  by 
mining  and  agricultural  Interests.  These  are:  Athalmer,  situated  at  the  northern 
end  of  Windermere  Lake,  at  the  point  where  the  Columbia  River  emerges.  To  the 
north-west  of  Athalmer  Is  WUmer,  on  Wllmer  Creek,  a  Provincial  Government  office 
being  situated  at  this  point.  Immediately  adjoining  Athalmer  and  situated  on  I^ike 
Windermere  Is  the  town  nf  Invermere.  It  has  a  Dominion  Government  Experimental 
Station,  a  general  hospital,  a  chartered  bank,  a  good  tourist  hotel,  and  golf-course, 
and  the  head  office  of  the  Columbia  Valley  Irrigated  Fruit  Lands.  Limited,  owners 
of  r>n,000  acres  of  irrigated  land.  The  townslte  of  Windermere  lies  on  tbe  eastern 
side  of  Windermere  Lake. 

.VII  these  townsltes  have  telephonic  communication  with  each  other  and  with 
Golden :  they  are  supplied  with  schools,  stnres,  and  churches,  and  form  tbe  centres 
for  such  public  af^soclatlons  as  the  Windermere  District  Board  of  Trade,  the  Agricul- 
turnl  Association,  Farmers'  Institute,  Stock-breeders'  Association,  etc.  Annual  fairs 
ore  held  at  one  or  other  of  these  centres. 


There  are  also  mining  Interests  In  tbe  neighbourhood ;  the  only  mine  at  present 
being  largely  worked  Is  tbe  Paradise  Mine,  sixteen  miles  west  of  Invermere,  which 
can  be  reached  by  a  good  mountain  road  along  Toby  Canyon. 

The  Dominion  Experimental  Station  for  the  I'pper  Columbia  Valley  is  situated 
at  Invermere  and  was  started  in  1012,  and  annual  reports  have  been  published  for 
the  past  six  years  and  furnish  reliable  data  of  the  results  of  farming  operations  and 
meteorological  records  In  tbe  district.  These  can  be  obtained  from  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Station  or  from  the  Central  Experimental  Farm,  Ottawa. 

SOUTH  OF  WINDERMERE. 

South  from  Windermere  Lake  to  Canal  Flats  the  contour  of  the  valley  and  the 
soil  are  similar  to  that  already  described.  There  are  several  ranches  showing  good 
results  from  cultivation,  but  most  of  tbe  land  is  idle. 

CANAL  FLATS. 

Canal  Flats,  as  the  name  Indicates,  are  low-lying  and  only  require  drainage  to 
make  them  the  best  of  bay  land.  South  to  Canal  Flats,  where  the  Columbia  Valley 
merges  Into  tbe  Kootenay  Valley,  are  large  areas  of  splendid  land  "  fit  for  anything 
farmers  need  to  grow."  This  district  is  well  suited  for  any  farm  crops  and  for  small 
fruits,  and  would  give  fine  crops  of  clover,  alfalfa,  sainfoin,  grains,  and  roots  of  all 
descriptions.  There  are  beautiful  stretches  of  this  fine  land  all  along  the  valley  to 
the  International  Boundary. 

CRANBROOK  DISTRICT. 

In  this  part  of  the  valley  there  are  many  rivers  and  creeks  with  unlimited  water- 
power  flowing  Into  tbe  Kootenay  River.  On  the  west  bank  there  are  the  following : 
Skookumchuck,  Cherry  Creek,  St.  Mary  River,  and  Gold  Creek.  Flowing  into  the 
east  bank  of  tbe  river  there  are  Sheep  Creek,  Wlldhorse  Creek,  Hull  River,  and 
Elk  River. 

It  is  in  tbe  district  surrounding  Cranbrook  that  tbe  largest  area  suitable  for 
agriculture  In  this  part  of  the  valley  l.s  to  be  found,  tbe  elevations  running  up  to 
3,000  feet. 

At  St.  Mary  Prairie  is  a  fine  stretch  of  country,  containing  many  thousand  acres, 
well  adapted  to  mixed  farming  and  cattle-raising;  there  being  also  a  certain  amount 
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of  putnre  amongst  the  wooded  areai.  Orchard!)  have  be«n  planted  at  St.  Eugene 
MlMlon,  Wa»a,  and  Baynes  Lake.  WhIUt  dry-farming  !■  practiced  to  a  limited 
extent,  there  la  no  doabt  that  thla  method  of  cultivation  would  be  profitable  If 
oxtendwl,  n«  owIiik  to  tho  llRlit  rnlnfiill  In  the  liiritHr  part  of  thl»  nmi  Irrigation  Is 
necenary  for  the  best  result*. 

In  this  part  of  the  valley  winter  la»tf  from  November  to  the  end  of  March ; 
ii>l(l  fiiiiiiN  With  low  teniiK-rntunti  «M-<iir  Hiirlni;  the  wdittr.  tlit>  mioivfall  being  light. 
The  chief  rainfall  Is  from  April  to  June  and  Septemlier  to  October. 

Cranbrook,  situated  at  an  elevation  of  3,014  fe«'t.  U  a  divisional  point  on  the 
Canadian  I'aclflc  Hallway  (Crowsnest  branch)  and  the  chief  dUtrlbutlng  centre  for 
the  Soiith-ciiHt  Km.teiiay  I>l«frlft.  Th.-r.'  U  i:.«h\  miIximI  farinln«  iin<l  stork-ralsliiK 
carried  on  In  the  neighbourhood,  and  mineral-deposits,  Ruch  as  silver,  lead,  gold, 
copper,  and  gypsum,  ore  abundant.  The  population  Is  about  3,000.  A  Covemmeut 
Agent  U  located  here.  There  are  good  hotels;  a  live  Board  of  Trade;  an  Agricul- 
tural AsKiM  latloii.  wiil.li  orwinl»'H  an  <x<-cll»'iit  iiiniiiul  cNUIliltion :  a  Ito.l  niid  (Smi 
Club  to  preserve  and  encourage  the  splendid  hunting  and  fishing  to  be  found  In  the 
district;  and  the  usual  attributes  of  an  uivto-date  community. 


The  St.  .Mary  River,  rear  Cranbrook. 

The  Klk  Rlvf-r  rises  i,,  the  Rockies  and  flows  through  a  lonK  narrow  valley 
almost  due  south  to  Its  Junction  with  the  Kootenay  Hlver.  The  famous  Crowsnes't 
coal-mlues  are  In  the  Elk  River  basla.  and  there  Is  also  quite  an  area  of  land  suitable 
for  agriculture,  especially  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  valloy,  at  such  points  as  Xatal 
Elk  Prairie,  Elko,  and  Bayiies  District. 

There  Is  nnich  valuable  timber  in  this  valley,  vlill.st  there  Is  also  feed  for  stock 
over  a  large  part  of  the  year  on  the  open  and  bnmt-over  lands. 

The  following  are  the  chief  towns  in  the  district:— 

Elko,  situated  on  the  Elk  River  south-east  of  Cranbrook,  on  the  Grc.U  Northern 
and  Kootenay  Central  Railways.  Stock-raislns  and  mixed  farming  are  the  chief 
Industries,  with  mining  for  iron,  coal,  and  oopper.  There  Is  abundant  water-power 
available. 

Fernie,  a  busy  town  of  about  COCO  population,  situated  on  the  .Elk  River.  It  is 
served  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  and  Great  Northern  Railways,  and  is  700  miles  east 
of  Vancouver  and  nearly  200  miles  (by  rail)  south  of  Golden.  Coal-mlning  Is  the 
chief  Industry,  but  sorao  mixed  farming  and  stock-raising  is  carried  on  farther  UD 
the  valley.    The  altitude  is  3..300  feet. 

C-opa.— Winter  temperatures  run  sufliclentiy  low  to  make  the  growing  of  most 
varieties  of  apples  more  or  less  unsatisfactory,  and  only  certain  hardy  varieties  which 
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■IimUI  do  bMt  in  thla  dlatriet  an  noomaiMidad  bjr  tb«  Uffwrtmaot:  nnaU  (ralta, 
hawcTtr,  aboBld  <AUia  a  eartalB  bmubm  of  i 

no  disMet  ia  on*  which  will  OTontnallr  mpport  a  oonatderabto  popalatlon, 
buad  on  alxod  farmlnc  and  atoek-braodlng,  aa  ita  poaaibllltlaa  bacoma  domonatrated. 

The  MUa  aro  rarlabla,  but,  tha  pradplutlon  being  light,  tber  bare  not  been 
leached  of  their  ralnable  plant-food,  and  analjriea  made  at  tha  Central  ExperlmenUI 
Farm,  eonflmied  by  practical  farming  experience  in  the  dlatriet,  ahow  a  rerr  aatia- 
factory  anpply  of  potaah  and  Umr,  with  Tarlable  amovnta  of  phoaphoric  acid,  and, 
aa  ia  nanal  in  Dry  Belt  aoll,  a  low  content  of  nitrogen,  in,  howerer,  a  very  arailable 
form.  Much  of  the  aoll  la  a  One,  deep,  rich  loamy  allt,  but  there  are,  of  conrae,  all 
axtremea. 

General  IZemarfca.— With  the  derelopment  of  mining  in  the  Crowtneat  and 
lumberliiK  thnmgh  the  territory  wherever  railway  fndlltlea  are  aufflcletit,  a  local 
market  haa  been  gradually  created  for  practically  cTerythlng  that  la  produced.  Tbe 
dlatriet  haa  not  been  dereloped  far  enough  to  undertake  to  look  after  outaide  marketa 
in  many  Ilnea,  with  the  exception  of  hay  and  beef.  Alfalfa  la  doing  well  and  tbe 
country  haa  all  tbe  reqnlrementa  for  a  auoceaafnl  dairying  and  mlxed-farmtng 
Indnatry. 

NATURAL  ATTRACTION*. 

The  whole  of  tbe  combined  valley  la  well  supplied  In  Its  back  reaches  with  a 
number  of  varieties  of  game ;  more  especially  may  tbia  be  said  to  apply  to  the  upper 
valley  of  tbe  Kootenay  River,  near  to  Ita  source  In  the  heart  of  the  eaatem  range  of 
the  Rockv  Mountains. 

There  are  at  least  two  splendid  hot  springs  situated  within  the  Windermere 
District  which  are  said  to  possess  high  medicinal  qualities ;  these  are  known  as  the 
Sinclair  Hot  Springs  on  tbe  BanflT-Windermere  Automobile-road  and  the  Fairmont 
Hot  Springs  on  tbe  main  road  fiom  Golden  to  tbe  International  Boundary. 

There  ia  good  boating  and  canoeing  on  the  Columbia  Biver  and  Windermere  and 
Columbia  I^kea. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

The  Lake  Windermere  branch  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  built  in  1915, 
traverses  the  C'olumblii-Kootenny  Valley  from  its  main  line  at  Golden  to  the  Crowa- 
nest  Pas!<  branch. 

Splendid  roads  are  constructed  throughout  the  whole  valley,  affording  eaay 
accesa  to  all  parte. 

One  very  Important  highway  which  is  under  construction  must  not  be  overlooked, 
being  that  of  the  Bnnir-Wlndermere  Motor-road,  which  Is  being  constructed  by  tbe 
Dominion  Government  and  which  forma  one  of  the  missing  links  In  the  International 
Highway.  When  thla  la  completed  it  will  form  part  of  the  National  Park  aystem, 
and  will  form  the  last  part  missing  I"  the  great  circle  highway  beginning  at  Calgary, 
passing  through  Banff,  through  the  V.  ln(7"rmere  District  to  Cranbrook,  Elko,  Femie, 
and  through  the  Crowsnest  Pass  to  Macleod  and  liCtbbrldge,  and  thence  north  to 
Calgary. 


COUTMBU-KOOTRNAY    VaLLIY. 


IB 


rallwbMt  **^- 

Spring  wbeat j^joq 

?"• ::. .■:;;.:.■  a.480 

»•"•'    820 

»y« 460 

Hay  and  cloTer 9  m^ 

t''"/- IWO 

PotatoM  2,908 


Avaraat  TMdh 

24.5  bnsbrlB. 

20.0 

M.0 

48.0        „ 

ao^ 

2   tODH. 


Honea 

B«ef  cattle 
Dairy  cattle 

Blieep 

Swine 

Poultry  

Write  to  the  Department  of 


Lhe  BtocK 


.Agripulture, 


bulletin  and  Hat  of  agricultural  pubUcatlona. 


Victoria 


3.21s 

5,800 

4.020 

OSO 

3.200 

S8,00O 

for  additional  copies  of  tbU 


^ 


'■i 


VICTOBU.  B.C.: 
I>rlu,«i  ,.,  WLuuM  H.  COLUK.  ..rl»,„  ,.  .,«  Kin,-.  Mo.,  e,«M«„  M.J«„. 


mmmmmm 


Mai  p 


rr 

A-KooTENAY  Valley 

^1  ST^KOOTENAY 
f-5TRICT5 

Ki  COLUMBIA 


I  (■J    '\  <r*«r 


Ma  p 
or 


theColumbiA'Kootenay  Valley 

THEWLSrKoOTENAY 
DISTRICTS 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 


Sc:  M 


